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Why do We Care
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Water is Important

Photo 

NOT
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PWS includes “a system for the provision to the public of water for 
human consumption through pipes or other constructed 
conveyances, which includes all uses described under the definition 
for drinking water. Such a system must have at least 15 service 
connections or serve at least 25 individuals at least 60 days out of the 
year. (30 TAC 290.38(71)

Public Water System Permitting

Directly from the TCEQ
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Drinking water is “all water distributed by any agency or individual, 
public or private, for the purpose of human consumption or which may 
be used in the preparation of foods or beverages or for the cleaning of 
any utensil or article used in the course of preparation or consumption 
of food or beverages for human beings. The term ‘drinking water’ shall 
also include all water supplied for human consumption or used by any 
institution catering to the public.” (30 TAC 290.38(23)

Public Water System Permitting

Directly from the TCEQ
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And as we discussed yesterday, human consumption includes “uses 
by humans in which water can be ingested into or absorbed by the 
human body. Examples of these uses include, but are not limited to 
drinking, cooking, brushing teeth, washing hands, washing dishes, and 
preparing foods.” (30 TAC 290.38(36))

Public Water System Permitting

Directly from the TCEQ
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Even if they are providing bottled water for drinking water, if the 
remote facility meets the definition of a PWS they will be regulated as 
a PWS. So, in the scenario you present—a remote facility that has 25 
or more non-transient people served (meaning they are providing the 
water in a way that meets the definition of human consumption)—
yes, I think the TCEQ could require them to install a water treatment 
system.

Public Water System Permitting

Directly from the TCEQ
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Remote Facilities
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Remote Facilities



Remote Facilities
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Regulatory Background
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Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)-1974
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•Authorizes EPA to set national standards 

for drinking water to protect against health 

effects from exposure to naturally-occurring 

and man-made contaminants

•Drinking water standards only apply to 

public water systems (not individual private 

wells).

•EPA works with states, localities, and water 

suppliers.



Three Types of Public Water Systems
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•Community Water Systems (CWSs)

• Provide water to the same population year-round (for 

example: homes, apartment buildings)

• Approximately 52,000 systems serving the majority of the U.S. 

population

•Non-Transient Non-Community Water Systems (NTNCWSs)

• Provide water to same people at least six months a year, but not all 

year (for example: schools, factories, churches, office buildings 

that have their own water system)

• Approximately 85,000 systems

•Transient Non-Community Water System (TNCWS)

• Provide water where people do not remain for long periods of time 

(for example: gas stations, campgrounds)

• Approximately 18,000 systems



Rules and Regulations for Public Water Systems
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The rules and regulations for public water 

systems are established by the TCEQ in Title 

30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 290

30 TAC 290.



Other Rules That Apply to Public Water Systems
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A public water system must comply with all the applicable 

requirements

• Requirements for water well drillers and pump installers



Other Rules That Apply to Public Water Systems
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Groundwater Conservation 

Districts
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Drinking Water
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Drinking Water



23



Who enforces these rules?

24

The Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 

(TCEQ) is responsible for 

enforcing these rules in 

Texas.



Permitting Process
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Initial Submittal

TCEQ response/ approval

Final Submittal

TCEQ Approval to connect

Public Water System Permitting
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Public Water System Permitting
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• Drinking Water
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290.44 (i) Water Hauling
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Water Rights Severance
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Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR)

March 30, 2016.

•"find and fix" 

•identify sanitary defects and then correct them.



DOOOOOOH




