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Canada Eh?



�Fear of the unknown

�The “information 

vacuum”vacuum”

�Conflicting 

information

�Myths, media, and 

missteps



Fracking lawsuit against Alberta 
Environment can go ahead, judge rules
Jessica Ernst launched multimillion-dollar lawsuit in 2011 alleging 
well water was contaminated
CBC News Posted: Nov 12, 2014 12:48 PM MT Last Updated: Nov 12, 2014 1:01 PM MT 

What Does the Anti-fracking Movement 
Mean for Canada? 
The anti-fracking movement continues to pile up victories, even The anti-fracking movement continues to pile up victories, even 
scoring one in the heart of Texas. Is Alberta next?
BY MARKHAM HISLOP

Fracking Criticism Spreads, Even In 
Alberta And Texas
CBC 

Posted: 04/07/2015 9:04 am EDT Updated: 06/07/2015 
5:59 am EDT 





Public Perceptions

Natural       Shale 

Gas Gas

Response

Positive 44% 12%Positive 44% 12%

Neutral 39% 47%

Negative 17% 41%

Source:  CAPP 2011



Region % Opposed to 

Fracking

Alberta 26

Atlantic provinces 68

BC 43BC 43

Manitoba/Saskatchewan 56

Ontario 65

Quebec 64



Environics Research Poll – January 2013





What are the issues?



What are the issues?
�Water … quantity and quality

�Air quality�Air quality

�Quality-of-life

�Disclosure



�Drilling fluids

�Hydraulic fracturing fluids

�Flow-back/produced water

�Waste water

�Air emissions
� Diesel exhaust

� Venting and flaring

� Fugitives



� Joint initiative of Groundwater Protection 

Council and Interstate Oil & Gas 

Commission.

� Well-by-well listing of chemicals delivered � Well-by-well listing of chemicals delivered 

down-hole.

� BC Oil & Gas Commission, Alberta Energy 

Regulator and National Energy Board of 

Canada subscribers to FracFocus.ca

� www.fracfocus.org and www.fracfocus.ca       
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1. Identify chemical 

ingredients and 

characteristics of each 

additive.

2. Assess potential health 

and environmental risks 

of each additive. 

15

of each additive. 

3. Define operational 

practices and controls.

4. Develop and implement 

risk management plans.



� Overall public perception of hydraulic fracturing in 

Canada is mixed to negative.

� A number of health and environmental issues 

continue to surface … many of which match 

concerns in the U.S.concerns in the U.S.

� Chemicals remain a significant concern to the 

general public.

� Regulators are responding, with actions ranging 

from moratoriums to special reviews to tighter rules 

to stricter oversight.

� Industry now responding with awareness programs, 

codes-of-practice, and research initiatives.


